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His Excellency Timothy M. Healy
HIS EXCELLENCY TIMOTHY MICHAEL HEALY, K.C., M.P., first Governor of the Irish Free State, a Bencher of Gray's Inn, was born in the year 1855- He is therefore now in his 70th year. He had great experience of Irish constituencies in his stormy political career. He represented Wex-ford from 1$80 to 1883 ; County Monaghan from 1883 to 1885 ; South Londonderry from 1885 to 1886 ; North Longford 1887 to 1892; North Louth from 1892 to 1910 ; and North-East Cork from 1910 to 1917.
Dr. Johnson once said of someone, " I like the fellow ; he flatters me." When, therefore, I write of Mr. Healy, I recall a little crumpled note passed to me when I sat down after my first speech in the House of Commons, prophesying extravagant things for the future— and ending with the sentence : " I am old, and you are young; but you have beaten me at my own game."
And again I recall an occasion when Mr. Amery's admirable book on the South African War was made the subject of a libel action by a non-commissioned officer whom Amery charged, perhaps a little crudely? with cowardice. In my closing speech for the defence I made a contrast between the gallantry of the British Army generally, and that of the soldier who was Mr. Healy's client, closing with the lines :—
" On Fame's eternal camping ground
Their silent tents are spread ; And Glory guards with solemn round The bivouac of the Dead."
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